he tawny autumn leaves covered the ground as the Cardinal arrived at

St Michael’s Parish, Ashford for a solemn ceremony of dedication.
But I also recall the carpet of white frost in January when the builders started
their work on our Church. Since then, we've had Candlemas, Lent, Easter,
Pentecost, summer days, First Communions and Confirmations, our Lourdes
Pilgrimage and a visit by Bishop Alan Hopes. There have been endless meetings,
scaffolding, fundraising, a makeshift altar, painters, stonemasons, electricians and

all manner of people with clipboards. But at last it is all complete.

The church was packed for the mid-morning Mass, with parishioners, priests
past and present, visitors, our architect and the Diocesan Surveyor who advised
us throughout the works — and of course, the Cardinal. On this bright autumn
morning there was a sense of reunion, with people we hadn’t seen for ages

saying hello and catching up with one another.

It's not every day that this liturgy happens so of course we had all studied the rite
to make sure it all went correctly and smoothly — and it did. This was a beautiful
yet simple ritual, full of symbol and prayer — sprinkling of the people and the
anointing of the altar, the blessing of the walls, complete with their new
consecration crosses and candle sconces - which will forever mark this day of
new beginnings - a feast of lighted candles, the incensing of our people — and the
traditional depositing beneath the altar stone of the relics of St Felix and St

Virginia, martyrs, and St Gabriel Possenti, patron saint of students.

Michael Nolan
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