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It is very fitting that the history of St Michael’s Parish should be re-issued

during 2006, the year when the Parish is celebrating its first Centenary.

It is, of course, not possible to capture the spirit and character of a parish in a

small booklet. Nonetheless, it is important to have a record of the growth and

development of our parish. In this history, we can glimpse something of the

hard work, sacrifice, faith and trust in God of the priests and the parishioners

who built up St Michael’s Parish over the years. Each generation developed

the parish as a community, worshipping God, handing on the faith to their

children, and giving witness to the world of their Catholic faith and of

generous giving to those in need. This has resulted today in a community that

is vibrant in faith, renowned for its friendliness and generosity, and which is

looking forward to the future with confidence and hope.

I hope that this history will give us all a great sense of the wonderful things

that past and present parishioners have achieved over the past hundred years,

with the help of God’s grace and move us to rejoice and give thanks to God

for the grace of St Michael’s Parish.

Monsignor James Overton

Parish Priest 

Introduction

Mgr Jim Overton
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1293 The first mention of a chapel in Exeforde dedicated to 

St Michael. It is thought that this chapel was established 

in Saxon times. Tradition has it that the Knights, on their way 

to Runnymede to the signing of the Magna Carta, stopped to 

pray at the Shrine of St. Michael.

C.1540 During the Middle ages up to the Dissolution of the 

Monasteries (C.1540) the chapel was served by the parish 

of Staines.

1796 In June the chapel was pulled down and rebuilt.

1858 The present St. Matthew’s Church was built fifteen yards to 

the north west of the old chapel.

1899 In March in response to a request from Cardinal Herbert

Vaughan the Sisters of the Order of the Good Shepherd

opened a Convent and an Inebriate Home for Catholic

women in the property known as “Ecclesfield” (St. Michael’s

School now stands on part of this site). The Convent chapel

was used for Mass for the few Ashford Catholics, offered by 

a priest from Beaumont College, Windsor.

On 30th October Cardinal Vaughan appointed Fr Robert 

Browne as Chaplain.

A Brief History of the parish

Altar in the old church
Feltham Road

Source Parish archives
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The old church in
Feltham Road

(demolished in 1968)

Source Parish archives

1906 In January Archbishop Francis Bourne appointed 

Fr Martin Cave as the first Parish Priest with the brief to

build a church for the ever growing Catholic

congregation in Ashford, East and West Bedfont,

Laleham, Littleton and Stanwell. On 25th August Father

Cave obtained land in Feltham Road at a cost of £200.

In October a tender of £257 was accepted for the

erection of the church, designed by Leonard Stokes.

On 23rd December Archbishop Bourne opened the

new church, dedicated to St. Michael. 
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The interior of 
St Michael’s before
completion in 1960

Source Parish archives

1925 In March Fr Edwin Owen announced that the debt on the

church in Feltham Road had been paid off and that, with the

consent of Cardinal Bourne, he had contracted a new debt 

of £2,000 with which he had purchased a house and a site for

a new church in Fordbridge Road.

1927 Sir Giles Gilbert Scott's drawings of the new church 

of St Michael were exhibited at the Royal Academy. 

On 13th November Cardinal Bourne laid the foundation stone.

1928 On 21st July the new church (incomplete) opened for services.

It consisted of the sanctuary, three bays of the nave and

sacristies.

1938 The nave was extended, but work came to a halt due to the 

Second World War.
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1958 Fr Patrick OÕCallaghan applied to Cardinal Bernard Griffin for 

permission to repair the leaking church roof, due partly to 

damage sustained during the war, and was told to go ahead 

and finish the church.

1960 On 13th March Cardinal William Godfrey presided at High 

Mass to mark the completion of the church.

1968 The old church in Feltham Road (which had been used as the 

church hall) was sold and subsequently demolished. The new 

hall and presbytery were built on the Fordbridge Road and 

Clarendon Road site.

2006 The church was reordered thanks to a magnificent £328,000 

legacy from a parishioner, Derek Frederick Stephens. 

On 19th November, during the parish’s First Centenary Year, 

Cardinal Cormac Murphy-OÕConnor dedicated the church and

the new altar.

Dedication of the new
altar, November 2006

Photograph 'Marcin Mazur










